EARLY TRAINING.

part, as the latter admits, because he was never tired
of staring np at the canvas treasures (which came and
went with almost tidal regularity), and of listening to
explanations of their subjects or expositions of their merits.

As soon as Mr. Severn became convinced that his first-
born possessed an exceptional faculty, he lost no opportunity
of assisting its development. He helped the boy with
hints in the elements of drawing and composition, and
sometimes took him for a walk into the country, where he
would point out a cottage, or a hamlet clustered under
tall elms, or a wayside inn nestling like a huge white-
and-red-strawberry among a mass of foliage, and explain
the value and methods of pictorial selection. Occasionally
he would insist on the boy's attempting one of these familiar
subjects; once, for instance, at Tottenham, he prevailed on
him to sketch an ivy-mantled cottage, for which purpose
he borrowed a stool from the old lady who occupied
the cottage, who watched the child with an astonishment
which culminated in profound admiration followed by
profuse offers of cake.

He was, moreover, a good story-teller, and held his
children entranced with historical tales: sometimes he
would simulate the personages of whom he spoke, as when
he so impressed the imagination of his firstborn by his re-
presentation of the c Ghost' in Hamlet that Joseph made,
though in fear and trembling, a drawing of the gruesome
apparition. Occasionally these peaceful interludes were
momentarily broken by swift wrath at some misdeed of the
precocious Joseph, when Mr. Severn would inflict unexpected
chastisement with bewildering suddenness. Nevertheless,
these summary punishments caused no feud between father
and son, and in the main the boy seems to have been brought
up wisely enough. The long walks in the country were
good for body as well as for artistic training, and as the lad
grew older his father was wont to take him with him to the
various country-houses where he taught music, and show
him the pictures and tell him particulars of the painters.
Sometimes Joseph showed originality in his drawings, as
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